
 

Vancouver Secondary Teachers ’  Association  

Tuesday, June 18, 2019 

Royal Vancouver Yacht Club 
3811 Point Grey Road 

 Vancouver, BC 
 
 
 
 

Acknowledging that we work and live on the unceded and  
ancestral lands of the ʷməθkʷəyə̓m (Musqueam),  

Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish), and  
səli̓lwətaɁɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations. 



 

6:00 Reception 

7:00 Welcome & Dinner 

8:00 Retirees’ Group Photo 

8:15 Greetings from VSTA & BCTF 

 Introductions and presentations  

King George Sohan Dulai, Stephen Scrimshaw 

District Wendy Gilmour 

Killarney Eliner Maxwell-Smith, Maria Schwab 

Prince of Wales Lori Clarke 

Vancouver Tech Peter Mueller, Alex Ora 

Tupper Bonnie Burnell 

Magee Sharon Tanabe 

Britannia Esther Carelse-Borzel 

Thompson Julia Giuriato, Pamela Hansen, Samuel Wang 
Byng Odette Creanga-Kurth, Beth Taggart 

Gladstone Sandra Drummond, Ray Irvin,  

 Shelley McPherson, Paul Richardson, 

 Irene Lanzinger 

 



  

 

 

The Annual VSTA Retirees’ Dinner is the Union’s opportunity to thank all of our 

retiring colleagues for your years of work and commitment to the Vancouver 

public education system. The decision to retire from teaching is a momentous one, 

and we hope that tonight’s celebration will afford you the opportunity to reflect 

on the best moments of your career. 

Those of you have who are retiring have been on strike, participated in job action 

and fought hard in other ways for the benefits and privileges that the rest of us 

are now able to enjoy. You have also spent countless hours prepping courses, 

marking, coaching, chairing meetings, attending meetings, mentoring, organizing 

field trips, and meeting with parents. You are the fabric of what makes our 

education system the successful and dynamic system that it is. 

This dinner is also our opportunity to thank the School Union Team representa-

tives for the leadership and support they have provided all year to all of our 

colleagues. Our Staff Reps, Pro-D Chairs, WLC/B Reps, Health & Safety Reps, 

Technology Reps and Social & Environmental Justice Reps keep all of our 

colleagues informed and engaged in Union work, professional development and 

school based processes that support democratic decision making. They are also an 

informal support system to our colleagues both professionally and personally. The 

VSTA office is indebted to these teachers on the ground who keep us informed 

and grounded in the reality of the schools. 

The other group that we want to recognize tonight is our Executive Committee 

and Standing Committee Chairs. They spend hours in meetings advising the In 

House Table Officers and keep site based reps informed and motivated. They are 

also a fabulous group of people. 

When September comes and the rest of us are having anxiety induced dreams 

about not being able to find our lesson plans or our classrooms, the Retiring Class 

of 2019 will be sleeping in, enjoying coffee and the newspaper and doing whatev-

er they feel like doing. We of course may see some of you returning as Limited 

TTOCs as these days no one seems to retire from the VSB, but this time, it will be 

on your terms.  

We wish you the best in your future endeavours and hope that you will stay in 

touch with us. Congratulations on a job well done! 

                     

            President 



 

 
 

Bonnie Burnell 

Esther Carelse-Borzel 

Lori Clarke 

Odette Creanga-Kurth 

Sandra Drummond 

Sohan Dulai 

Robert Ehler 

Geoffrey Gabbott 

Wendy Gilmour 

Julia Giuriato 

Robert Greenshields 

Pamela Hansen 

Ray Irvin 

Irene Lanzinger 

Rocky Locke 

Stuart Mackinnon 

Eliner Maxwell-Smith 

Shelley McPherson 

Peter Mueller 

Mylene Olivier 

Alex Ora 

Paul Richardson 

Maria Schwab 

Stephen Scrimshaw 

Beth Taggart 

Sharon Tanabe 

Glenn Usselman 

Samuel Wang 



 

28 yrs experience 
Tupper, Livingstone, Quilchena, Lloyd George, Tupper, time off to have 
children, Convent of the Sacred Heart 

Working at Tupper was a great fit for me. I assisted extracurricular 
enrichment activities such as Future Problem Solving, debating, mini 
school events, and Scholar’s Cup. My last big effort was to write a 
text book for the new Explorations 11 Social Studies program. 
Cheers! 

33 yrs experience 
Britannia, District Peer to Peer, multiple Vancouver elementary schools 

I started  at Queen Alexander and after a variety of roles in the 
district, I end it as Transition Teacher in the Britannia Hub.  

Although I will miss the students, I have one of my own at home to 
still pull and push through grade 11 & 12. It’s been an exhilarating, 
exhausting and enjoyable journey. I look forward to enjoying every 

moment of the informal fourth chapter of my life. 

20 yrs experience 
Prince of Wales, King George, TTOC, Templeton 

I had 20 great years teaching and coaching in Vancouver. I am 

grateful for all the amazing students at PW, they have made 

teaching a pleasure. I am happy to be moving to the Sunshine Coast 

for retirement. Good-bye job action and traffic jams! 

17 yrs experience 
Byng 

I taught the Orchestra Program at Byng for 17 years. I have taken 
students on trips to festivals and competitions almost every year. 
The students loved the friendships and the spirit of being part of 

something exciting where they worked hard and excelled. We 
played at the Lincoln Centre in NYC, at Davis Symphony Hall in SF, 

at the Symphony Hall in LA. We had many matinee concerts for 
elementary schools that made many students very happy and 

interested in classical music. 



34 yrs experience 
Thompson, Prince of Wales, Killarney, Alberta 

Thirty four years of teaching have gone by quickly. Let’s hope the 
next 34 years will not go too fast! I have enjoyed my teaching career 

but look forward to a more balanced life. 

31 yrs experience 
Gladstone, Kitsilano, Howe Sound TTOC & ski hound, Ontario 

Fortunate and grateful to have been able to teach P.E. in the most 
beautiful city in Canada. Loved witnessing students learn, grow and 
become inspired about their own health, fitness and nutrition. 
Coached over 30 teams, BAA for secondary Yoga program. Will 
continue to learn, grow, play and enjoy nature with my wonderful 
husband and new pup. "Health is the greatest wealth". Thank you 
and best wishes to all! 

21 yrs experience 
Learning Services-Career Programs, Byng, Surrey, Pemberton 

The decision to retire has been a difficult one. My current job, 
working with young people beginning their careers in the trades is 
so exciting right now with tremendous opportunities. I will miss the 
students and the wonderful teachers who support my work. 
 

35 yrs experience  
Indigenous Education Dept, Byng, Windermere, Magee, Tupper, Thompson 

When we acknowledge that the earth we walk upon is not just dirt,  
that the trees and animals are not just resources for our consumption,  

then we can begin to accept ourselves as spirits vibrating in unison with 
all the spirits around us. Our connection to all these living spirits helps 

determine the kind of intimate life we live. 
Words of wisdom from Sobonfu Some,  

African Wisdom 365 Days by Danielle & Olivier Follmi 



34 yrs experience 
Norma Rose Point, VSB LD/Literacy Consultant, Thompson, Byng,  
VSB ESL Consultant K-12, Templeton, Adult Ed 

I’ve been fortunate to work all over the city, at the school board, 
and at Vancouver’s one and only Middle School, and while I’ve had 
many parents and students thank me, the one that is most 
memorable to me was a dad from Mongolia who thanked me for 
making his son love to come to school. 

32 yrs experience 
Gladstone, Templeton 

I enjoyed teaching very much, but it’s great not having to go to  
work these days. Now I love to meet and talk with former students 

working and growing into adulthood in Vancouver. 

about 40 yrs experience, depending on what you count! 
Gladstone, Templeton, Magee 

After teaching in Japan, Abbotsford, Saudi Arabia, and Magee 
Secondary, I spent most of the next 23 years as a union leader,  
but I remained a Vancouver teacher—at heart and technically. 
Thanks to everyone at VSTA for steering me on my leadership 
journey! My favourite things—advocating for teachers, workers 
and fighting for equality and justice. 

33 yrs experience 
Killarney, Thompson, Gladstone, Templeton, Terrace 

I’ve been fortunate to have worked in the two areas that I enjoy, 
Home Ec, PE, and counselling, and to have worked with some 

wonderful people. Highlights—interacting with students outside  
the classroom through coaching and sponsoring clubs.  

Future plans include travel, relax, travel. 



39 yrs experience 
Gladstone, Byng, South Delta Secondary, Seaquam 

Highlights—sharing my love for travel and exploring cultures by 
organizing student trips to Costa Rica, Greece, Turkey and NY. I also 
designed Home Ec curriculum for an int’l school in Sri Lanka, did HIV  
outreach in Tanzania, participated in a feeding/weaning program for 
Cambodian refugees in Thailand and evacuated CIDA projects in the 
Philippines and Fiji. I look forward to getting “back on the road again”  
and will miss my amazing students and wonderful supportive colleagues. 

37 yrs experience 
Vancouver Technical, Prince of Wales Mini School 

Teaching kids has taught me to learn and appreciate the 
challenges society faces through the lens of the microcosm called 
school. I never stopped being amazed by the surprising creativity 

and inventiveness of students and feel grateful I had the  
opportunity to  teach them. Finally, no more staff meetings or 

marathon parent interviews. 

25 yrs experience 
Vancouver Technical 

Teaching ceramic art to teens on Vancouver’s Eastside was 
fabulous. Thanks to my educational mentors: Frances Moorcroft 
and Susan Jones. Highlights—Parade of Lost Souls, Luminaries and 
painting a huge Mandala (5 times). May artful delights continue to 
ascend from the kilns at Van Tech! 

28 yrs experience 
Gladstone, Purpose Independent Secondary 

It has been a rewarding career with many highlights—the students 
understanding, while having fun; to low lights—being directed by 

the school boards. My future involves working on golf courses, 
playing and enjoying my time off. 



35 yrs experience 
Killarney, Gesamtschule-Borbeck, Agassiz, Naicam, Pinehouse Lake 

I am graduating from Killarney for the second time, exactly 40 years  
from the first time! East Vancouver is a fabulous place to teach, and 

I have loved teaching teenage girls good habits for a long, healthy 
life while playing sports and having fun! 

32 yrs experience 
Byng, Britannia, home with kids, Kitsilano, Tupper, Thompson 

I have enjoyed teaching Home Ec Foods Studies at Byng for the past 
19 years. Before that I also taught at Britannia, Kitsilano, Tupper 
and Thompson. I even managed to stay home with my own kids for 
10 years! I will miss the staff connections and the energy of the 
students. Thank you to all of my fabulous mentors and colleagues 
from each year or school. I learned so much from each of you that I 
might have “got the hang of it” - but it has taken 32 years! 

27 yrs experience 
King George 

Saskatchewan Summer  

I remember, Saskatchewan 
Fields as waves of wheat, 

Rivers of roads, tributaries and triangulation, 
Cascading correction lines, and Prince, 

And I his subject, journeying 
Through thicket and thin 

‘til wrongfully lost, and right where 
I wanted—sky-eyed blue and 

Golden to touch 

37 yrs experience 
Magee, Templeton 

Grateful to be a teacher/counsellor, doing what I love and working  
with some amazing students, families, and colleagues.  

Deeply appreciative to my supportive family and to  
PBOB who believed in me, right out of UBC.  

Best wishes for health and happiness,  A new journey begins. 



26 yrs experience 
Thompson, Hamber, West Vancouver 

My teaching career has been a passion for me all these years. It is 
finally coming to an end. It is also the beginning of something new 
and exciting. I thank all of the wonderful people at D.T. whom I have 
had the opportunities to work with over the past 23 years.  
I thank God for his love and giving me this teaching career. 

IN MEMORIAM 

35 yrs experience 
Prince of Wales 

Ken always had time to chat with his students in the Counselling 
suite. He would chat with them about music, his travels, his favourite 

restaurants and his family and as they got to know him, they would 
open up to him. He shared his life and in turn his students shared 
their lives with him. He cared for them and guided them along in 

their journey through high school. His presence in the Counselling 
suite, along with his Fluevog shoes, will be greatly missed. 



 

Carole Gordon, BCTF 

Rory Brown, Past Pres 

Andy Hattrick, SIF 

 

Michael-Don Borason 

Madeline Brewster 

Shelby Calman 

Nikitha Fester 

Treena Goolieff 

Leanne Hagglund 

Peter Halim 

Phil Lee 

Sara McGarry 

Scott McKeen 
Sylvia Metzner 

Shannon Moore 

Trish Mugford 

Karine Ng 

Nancy Palejko 

Alyssa Reid 

Katharine Shipley 

John Silver 

Terry Stanway 

 

Mo Louie 

Kim Pereira 

Seema Ali 

Andrea Armstrong 

Vanesha Babajee 

Cecil Baird 

Carole Birks 

Ann Bolton 

Rob Bordon 

Willee Bowen 

Lorraine Breton 

Margaret Brooks 

Greg Chan-Henry 

Karen Chong 

Stephen Culhane 

Brenda Dowle 

Sara Forsey 

Kelley Grant 

Beth Greer 

Mike Hengeveld 

Anita Hollands 

Susan Hornby 

Edmond Jay 

Randy Jung 

Colin Kam 

Dawn Kelly 

Herb Lachelt 

Virginia Lam 

Tony Lee 

Joe Lee 

Shannon Less 

Ian MacLeod 

Susan McIntosh 

Mark McLean 

Julie Mendgen 

Hilary Montroy 

Jacquie Moon 

Sarah Ng 

Lisa Pacheco 

Bal Panesar 

Petr Pospisil 

Tina Quan 

Petra Rempel 

Valerie Roland 

Jay Rudolph 

Carmen Schaedeli 

Stefan Schmitt 

Stefanie Schoenfelder 

Shirlene Shelfontiuk 

Helen Sinclair 

Matt Sinclair 

Shamsher Singh 

Karla Smedley 

Doug Smith 

Shaun Stewart 

Jesse Taylor 

Patrick Wadge 

Kathryn Walks 

Brad White 

Roger Willan 

Sally Wong 

Lauren Wright 

Jon Wynn 

John Yetman 



 

Caesar Salad, Green Salad, Quinoa Salad 

Roasted Vegetables, Pasta Salad, Spinach Salad, Greek Salad 

European Charcuterie Platter, BC Salmon Platter, Marinated Mussels 

Assorted Sushi, Snow Crab Legs, Baby Shrimp, King Prawns 

 

Wild Salmon with Citrus Cream Sauce 

Condon Bleu Chicken 

Wild Mushroom Ravioli, garlic chive oil 

Rice and Potato of the day 

Seasonal Vegetables 

 

CARVING STATION  

Roasted Prime Rib 

Yorkshire Pudding 

Leg of Lamb 

 

Imported and Domestic Cheeses 

Seasonal Fruit, Artisan Chocolates 

Cakes, Pies, Cheesecakes, Tortes and Pastries 

Coffee and Tea 

 

Domaine de Grachies (FR) 

Hester Creek Merlot (OK) 

 

 


